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INTRODUCTION
Since ancient times, Indian society has been witnessing caste
discrimination. The weaker, lower strata were victimized by the
traditional practices and religious beliefs of the stronger upper caste
population. As a result, these classes remained socially, economically
and educationally backward even after Independence.
The term 'Scheduled Caste' was coined by Simon Commission in
1935 and came to be used for the people described as untouchables.
Ambedkar termed them 'Outcastes' or brokenmen'. The 1931 Census
classified them as 'exterior castes'. Mahatma Gandhi called these people
'Harijans'. The term 'Scheduled Castes(SC) came into vogue after the
enactment of the Indian Constitution.
Our National leaders who fought for social emancipation of the
weaker sections stressed the importance of education in the
enlightenment and socialisation of these communities.
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar said, "We may forgo material benefits of civilization,
but we cannot forgo our right and opportunity to reap the benefits of
higher education to the fullest extent... Backward Classes... have just
realised that without education their existence is not safe".
Article 46 of the Indian Constitution makes it mandatory on the
state, "to promote with special care the educational and economic
interests of the weaker sections of the people and in particular, of the
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, and protect them from social
injustice and all forms of exploitation". In view of the constitutional
obligation, provisions have been made for reservations of seats for
admissions to various courses of study and appointments to teaching
and non-teaching posts in universities and colleges. The UGC, from
timfe to time, brings out guidelines to meet this requirement.
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